
 

 
 

DEFINITION OF “IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE” WHEN MEDICALLY DIRECTING 
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A medically directing anesthesiologist is immediately available if s/he is in physical proximity 
that allows the anesthesiologist to return to re-establish direct contact with the patient to meet 
medical needs and address any urgent or emergent clinical problems.  These responsibilities may 
also be met through coordination among anesthesiologists of the same group or department. 
  
Differences in the design and size of various facilities and demands of the particular surgical 
procedures make it impossible to define a specific time or distance for physical proximity. 
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